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Perceptions of Rural Parents of Mehsana District regarding
preference for girl child-A Gender Analysis

* Shastri Hasumati D* * Dr. Santosh Ahlawat™

Nature does not discriminate between male
and female. Hence their number is an ideal society
seems to be almost equal. But in India, women /girls
are discriminated against in almost every walk of life,
right from the inception of life itself. Female foeticide
and infanticide are examples of denial of the right of
life itself, which are practiced even in the highly edu-
cated families. This is the reason that the sex ratio in
India has reduced from 945 in 1991 to 927 in 2001.
Drastic fall has been noticed in almost all northwest-
ern states like Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh,
Gujarat and Maharashtra. If Gujarat alone is consid-
ered, fall in child sex ratio (0-6 years) is very disturb-
ing where it suddenly dropped by 50 points from 928
in 1991 to 878 in 2001. If the foeticide rate will increase
continuously at the present rate, it will result in short-
age of 60 lakh girls in 5 crore population of Gujarat. At
this junction it was felt necessary to sensitize rural
parents of Mehsana District about the social evil of
gender discrimination because this is the District
where sex ratio was found lowest according to cencus
of 2001. But, before planning any kind of gender sen-
sitization programme was felt necessary to study the
existing perceptions of rural parents of this District
S0, the present study was planned with the following
objectives—

Objectives:-

1. To study the perceptions of rural parents to-
wards gender discrimination with regard to preference
for the girl child. 2. To find out the difference in the
perceptions of rural parents (mother & father) with
regard to their preference for the girl child. 3. To find
out the relationship between rural parents character-
istics and their preference for the girl child.

Research Methodology—

Present study was conducted in purposively
selected Visnagar and Unjha talukas of Mehsana dis-
trict because foeticide rate was highest in this talukas.
Two hundred parents (100 mother & 100 father) were

selected randomly. Perception of rural parents towards
gender discrimination with respect to preference for
girl child were studied as dependent variables. Per-
sonal, socioeconomic, communicational and psycho-
logical characteristic of rural parents were studied as
independent variables.

Table - 1 Sex ratio of women and female child

Sr. Taluka Female Female Increase in
No. Sex ratio | Child Sex foeticide
(%) ratio rate (%)
(0-6 years)
1 Unjha 932 734 21.45
2 Visnagar 917 770 16.08
3 Mehsana 912 772 15.36
4 Vijapur 925 782 14.46
5 Bechraji 951 856 10.00
6 Kheralu 938 873 6.93
S 951 876 7.89
gr. aﬂ?ﬁég%f I:rc.qn ency Perc nfngn
No.d |\Jedgaptions 970 859
L4 %adi 0171 802"
4 Neutral (7- .
eutral {039)... 9267 70677 3.23
3 | Positive (10-12) 24 12

(Source :- Census 2001)

A pre-structured and pre-tested interview
scheduled was used for collecting data. Data were
collected by personal interview technique. Statistical
analysis was done by computing frequencies, percent-
ages, mean, standard deviation, correlation coefficient
(‘r) testand “Z’ test.

Result and Discussion :

Table - 2 Perceptios of rural parents towards

preference for the girl child (n=200)

Data in Table-2 revealed that majority of ru-
ral parents had negative perceptions towards girl child.
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Only 12% parents showed positive perceptions for
girl child. The above findings reaffirm with the find-
ings of Yadav and Badari (1999) ; Jatarana (2001) Visaria
(2005). The findings leads to conclude that even after
several efforts of government for gender equality; dis-
crimination against girls still persists and majority of
rural parents have negative perceptions toward girls.
Table - 3 Significant difference in the percep-

tions of rural parents towards preference for girl child
(n,=100; n,=100)

NS = Non Significant

The “Z’ value given in above table indicate
that there was no significant difference in the percep-
tions of fathers and mothers towards preference for
girl child. Means, perceptions of rural fathers and moth-
ers were similar i.e. negative towards the girl child.
Surprisingly, the mean values indicate that mothers
who are usually expected to have positive percep-
tions towards girl child showed relatively more nega-
tive perceptions towards girl child which is negative
sign for gender equality.

Table: 4 Association between dependentand
independent variables.

Data presented in table-4 indicate that edu-
cation, mass- media exposure and conservatism-liber-

alism showed significantly negative correlation at 0.01
percent level of significance. Land holding showed
significant and family type showed significant but
negative correlation at 0.05 percent level of signifi-
cance. Whereas age, caste, family size, family type,
occupation, social participation, urban contacts,
change proneness and localite- compositeness
showed non-significant relationship with perceptions
of rural parents with regard to preference for girl child.
Conclusion

It can be concluded from the finding of study
that in this era of gender equity negative perceptions
towards preference for girl child still persist. Improve-
ment in socio-economic conditions and positive
change in religious and cultural believes of rural par-
ents can definitely reduce the issue of gender dis-
crimination. Rural mothers needs to be educated more
intensively than fathers on the above aspects of gen-
der discrimination.
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