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The State of Haryana which has been chosen for
the present study has been carved out of the
erstwhile Punjab State (India) and came into
existence on November 1, 1966. It is situated in
the North-west of India, is bordered by Rajasthan
in the South and South-west, by Punjab in the
North-west, by Himachal Pradesh in the North,
Delhi and Uttar Pradesh in the west and in the
south east. The total geographical area of the state
is 44212 sq. km. forming about  1.3% of the total
geographical area of the country. It extends

between 27039’N to 30055’N latitudes and 74027’
to 77036’E longitudes.(Fig 1)

At the time of formation of Haryana State on
Ist November,1966 there were 7 districts viz,
Ambala, Karnal, Rohtak, Gurgaon, Hisar,
Mahendragarh and Jind.  During the course of
time several districts were evolved out of these
parent districts by changing the boundaries of the
districts.  The details of new districts created so
far are as under:
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Sr. No. Population Area in sq. Date of creation District
( 2001)  km.in(2001)

1. 1013660 1574 1 Nov.1966 Ambala
2. 1274843 2538 1 Nov.1966 Karnal
3. 9400300 1545 1 Nov.1966 Rohtak
4. 1657669 2766 1 Nov.1966 Gurgaon
5. 1536417 3983 1 Nov,1966 Hisar
6. 812022 1859 1 Nov.1966 Mahendragarh
7. 1189725 2702 1 Nov.1966 Jind
8. 1424554 4778 22 Dec.1972 Bhiwani
9. 1278830 2122 22 Dec.1972 Sonipat
10. 828120 1530 21 Jan.1973 Kurukshetra
11. 1111012 4277 26 Aug.1975 Sirsa
12. 2193276 2151 22 Aug.1979 Faridabad
13. 982369 1768 Ist Nov.1989 Yamunanagar
14. 945631 2317 Ist Nov.1989 Kaithal
15. 967338 1268 Ist Nov.1989 Panipat
16. 764727 1582 Ist Nov.1989 Rewari
17. 469210 898 15 Aug.1995 Panchkula
18. 887392 1834 15 Jul,1997 Jhajjar
19. 806158 2520 15 July,1997 Fatehabad

The Haryana State comprises of 19 districts as on 31-12-2001
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The level of social development of  an area is
best reflected in the quality of life of its  people.
The quality of life depends on the infrastructural
facilities.  A variety of indicators on infrastructural
facilities have been employed by scholars to
measure social development.  The assumption is
that these facilities reflect the quality of functioning
of a social system and welfare bias of its polity ,
and this is one of the ways in which the process
of social development can be meaningfully
viewed.   (Gosal and Krishan 1979)1 worked out a
composite index of  social development for Punjab
using 25 indicators of infrastructural facilities,
including primary schools, middle schools, high/
higher secondary schools, hospitals, dispensaries,
medical institutions, bed available in medical
institutions, post offices and banks measured in
term of area, population and location : roads,
railway, and village electrification.  (Rao 1984)2

used  53 indicators on education, health, transport,
communication, banking, cooperation and power
to discern levels of infrastructural facilities in
Karnataka.

Education.  Education plays an important role
in bringing about social change.  In a science
based  world,  education  and  research  are  crucial
to  the  entire development  process of a country,
its welfare, progress and security (Hodder, H
2000)3 In the present study the educational
institutions are classified as primary schools,
middle schools, high/higher secondary schools.

Primary Schools.  The primary schools lie
at the base of the whole educational infrastructure.
Their basic purpose is to provide literacy to all
the eligible children. In 2004-05, district Panchkula
has (above 8) primary schools per 1000 school
going children.  District Sirsa Fatehabad, Bhiwani,
Mahendragarh, Rewari, Gurgaon, Sonipat, Kaithal,
Kurukshetra, Yamunanagar and Ambala have this
range between 6 and 8 primary schools per 1000
school going children.  The density of primary
schools is low (below 6) in Hisar, Jind, Faridabad,
Jhajjar, Rohtak, Panipat and Karnal districts.  In
1975-76, there were 8 primary schools for e very
1000 school going children in the State. The density

of primary schools was high (above 8) in
Mahendragarh and Gorgon districts in the southern
and  Ambala and Kurukshetra districts in the
north-eastern part of the state. Rohtak and Sonipat
districts had (below 6) primary schools per 1000
school going  children.  There are 7 primary
schools in 2004-05 as against 8 primary schools
in 1975-76 showing a declining ration (-1) primary
schools per 1000 school going children in the State.

Middle schools.  The middle schools play
the role of a bridge for carrying the literate persons
from a primary stage to a secondary stage of a
high school (Gopal Krishan-1989)4  In 1975-76
there were 3 middle schools for 1000 school going
children.  In 2004-05, this ratio is 8 primary schools
per 1000 school going children. In 2004-05, the
density of middle schools is high (above 11)
schools per 1000 school going children in district
Panchkula, Yamunanagar, Rohtak, Jhajjar,
Fatehabad and Bhiwani .It is moderate (7-11) in
Kaithal, Karnal, Panipat and Sonipat districts in
the northwest and Rewari and Mahendragarh
districts in the south-western part of the State.
Gurgaon, Kurukshetra and Ambala districts have
low (below 7) primary schools per 1000 school
going children.  In 1975-76, there were 3 middle
schools for 1000 school going children in Haryana.
The density of middle schools was low in Rohtak
and Sonipat districts where the number of schools
ranged below 3 per 1000 school going children.
In the remaining districts of the State, the number
of middle schools  ranged (between 3 and 7) per
1000 school going children.

High/higher secondary schools. A great
importance is rightly attached to the high/higher
secondary school education since it furnished a
people with the first recognized certificate for
entry into the employment field or in higher
institutions of vocational and general education.
There were 2 high/higher secondary schools per
1000 school going children in Haryana in 1975-
76.  The number of high/higher secondary schools
is below 3 schools per 1000 school going children
in all the districts of the State.  In 2004-05, there
are 3 high/higher sec. schools per 1000 school
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going children in Haryana.  The density is high (4
and above) in Faridabad and Gurgaon districts.
The density is moderate (between 3 and 4) in
district Panchkula, Yamunanagar, Kurukshetra,
Panipat, Sonipat and Rohtak in north-east and
Mahendragarh, Bhiwani, Jind, Hisar, Sirsa and
Fatehabad districts in western part of the State
.It is low (below 3) in Ambala, Kaithal, Karnal
and Rewari districts per 1000 school going
children.

Medical Facilities.  Medical facilities are
crucial to a check on morbidity and mortality rates
of population.  The human miseries related to
disease are reduced and longevity of life enhanced
is consonance with availability of medical facilities,
hence medical institutions are indicative of a higher
level of social development. Public health facility
is an important factor to find out the social status
of any region, because first of all this is a basic
need for social welfare and secondly it contributes
a lot in regional labour power capacity( Vyas,.P.R-
1988)5  In 1975-76, district Bhiwani and Ambala
had high (above 4) hospitals per five lakh of
population. District Sirsa, Hisar, Jind,
Mahendragarh, Gurgaon, Sonipat, Panipat, Karnal
had moderate level (3-4) hospitals per 5 lakh of
population.  Kurukshetra district had low (below
3) hospitals per 5 lakh of population.  In 2004-05,
no district has above 4 hospitals per 5 lakh of
population.  District Hisar, Bhiwani, Rohtak,
Yamunanagar, Panchkula and Ambala have
moderate (between 3 and 4) hospitals per 5 lakh
of population.  District Sirsa, Fatehabad, Jind,
Mahendragarh, Rewari, Gurgaon, Faridabad,
Jhajjar, Sonipat, Karnal, Kaithal, Kurukshetra have
low (below 3) hospitals per 5 lakh of population.

Safe drinking water facilities.  Haryana has
made a commendable progress in the supply of
safe piped drinking water as a public health
measure.  In 1975-76, 13.69 per cent problem
villages were covered under safe drinking water
supply.  This percentage rose to 100 per cent  in
2004-05.  So, there is no regional imbalance in
this regard.

Electrification.  Availability of power is

crucial to modernization of agriculture,
establishment of industries and running of
education, medical and other services.

Roads.  The development of Haryana owes
a great deal to its dense network of roads.  In
2004-05, the road length per 100 sq. km. is very
high (over 55 km) in Gurgaon, Rewari, Panipat,
Kurukshetra, Yamunanagar, Panchkula and
Ambala districts in the northeastern part, and
Fatehabad districts in the northwestern part of
the State. (The road density is moderate (45-55km)
in Hisar, Mahendragarh, Faridabad, Jhajjar,
Rohtak, Sonipat and Kaithal districts.  The road
density is low (35-45km) in Sirsa, Jind, Bhiwani
districts in the mid-western part and Karnal district
in the north-eastern part of the State.  The role of
political considerations in provision of
infrastructural facilities is not unknown in Haryana.
In 1975-76, Mahendragarh and Gurgaon districts
in the southern part and Ambala district in the
northern part of the State and Sonipat district have
over 35 km road length per 100 sq. km.District
Sirsa has the lowest range (under 25km) per 100
sq. km. All other districts in the central part of
the State have moderate range (25-35 km) road
length per 100 square km.

Post Offices.  The major function of post
offices is to establish the channels of
communication between any settlement and the
rest of the world.7  There were 19 and 11 post
office per lakh of population in 1977-78 and 2004-
05 respectively.  In 1977-78 the density of post
offices was high (above 20) in Rohtak, Karnal
and Bhiwani districts..Mahendragarh, Sonipat,
Kurukshetra, Ambala and Gurgaon districts
ranged between 18 and 20 post offices per lakh
of population.  District Jinx comes in the category
between 16-18 post offices per laky of population
while Faridabad district comes in the category
between 14 and 16.  Sirs and Hisser districts
showed this representation (below 14) post offices
per lakh of population. In 2004-05, there are 11
post offices per lakh of population in the State.
Actually the ratio declines in all the districts.  No
district comes in the category (above 16) post
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offices per lakh of population. The highest density
of post offices between 14 and 16 has been
observed in Fatehabad, Bhiwani, Rewari and
Jhajjar districts .All the remaining districts of the
State have low (below 14) post offices per lakh
of population in the State .

Levels of Social Development.  Ten
variables have been taken to analyse the tendency
of social development in the State for the period
under study which are as follows: 1. Primary
schools per 1000 school going children. 2.Middle
schools per 1000 school going children. 3. High/
Sr.sec. schools per 1000 school going children. 4.
Medical institutions per five lakh of population. 5.
Percentage of villages provided with safe drinking
water facility. 6. Percentage of villages electrified.
7. Length of metalled roads per 100 sq.km. of
area in km. 8. Literacy in percentage. 9. Density
of population(persons per square km.) 10.
Number of post offices per lakh of population.

To find out the levels of social development,
Tiwari (1981)6 Deviation system analysis has been
applied.  Following formula has been used to get
the deviation indices

                X - X
D.I =  E ————

      N
Where :
 X = Change value
X = Arithmetic mean of the change value
N = Number of variables
E = Summation
D.I = Deviation Index.
To analyse  the development between 1975-

76 and 2004-05, change value of variable
(deducting 1975-76’s value from 2004-05) has
been found out and its deviation has been gotten
from the average value.  Deviation indices  have
been divided into following groups showing levels
of  social development. (Table No.2).

Table No 2 Haryana : Social Development
Sr.No. Social Development Index Districts included
1. High social development Above0.3 Sirsa, Hisar, Fatehabad, Rohtak, Jhajjar, Sonipat,

Kurukshetra, Kaithal, Ambala, Panchkula,
Yamunanagar

2. Medium social development0.2 to 0.3 Faridabad, Gurgaon, Jind,Karnal, Panipat
3. Low social development Below 0.2 Bhiwani, Mahendragarh, Rewari

Levels of Social Development.   Regional
imbalances in social development have been
discerned through aggregate score of social
facilities.  Regional disparities in social facilities
are greater in terms of per unit of population.  It
signifies that distribution of facilities find a more
meaningful association with distributional pattern
of population.  Imbalances in distribution of
educational institutions are of comparatively low
order, these imbalances are the least in middle
educational institutions.  The highest degree of
regional differentiation is found in the case of
literacy, post offices, density of roads and density
of population.

High Social Development-It is observed
that Ambala, Patchouli, Yamuna agar,
Kurukshetra, Kaithal, Sonipat, Rohtak, Jhajjar,

Sirsa, Hisar and Fatehabad belong to this category.
The index of social amenities is (above .3) which
is the highest score of all indicators (Fig.2).    It is
to be noted that availability of educational
institutions, drinking water facilities and road
density is high in these districts.  Literacy rate is
at par with State average in Ambala,
Yamunanagar and Panchkula and Kurukshetra
districts while it is low in Fatehabad, Sirsa and
Hisar districts and satisfactory in Rohtak, Jhajjar
and Sonipat districts.  Medical institutions are not
up to the marks.  Electrification is available
everywhere.  So modernization of agricultural
development, development of urban centres and
political awakening are the main reasons for high
social development in theses districts.

Medium Social Development.  District
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Fatehabad, Gurgaon, Karnal, Panipat and Jind
districts situated in the southeastern part of the
State have been
included in this category.
The deviation index
ranges from .2 to .3 in
these districts.
However, the
distribution  of  social
amenities  is  not
uniform.

Low Social
D e v e l o p m e n t -
Mahendragarh, Rewari
and Bhiwani districts
situated in the south-
western part of the
State come in this
category.  The deviation
index for low social
development is below
.2.  Road and population
density is low in these
districts.  Post office
facility is not
satisfactory.  Literacy
rate is high in these
districts.  Medical facility is average in these
districts.  The educational facility is not dominant
in southwestern part of the State. Drinking water
facility and electricity facility is available in all the
districts. The above analysis brings out the fact
that those districts which are located very far from
the urban centres of the State come under low
social development.  The south-western part of
the State has very low social development which

is agriculturally as well as industrially very
backward.  On the other hand northern part of

the State has high
social development.
The south-eastern
and middle-
northeastern part
has medium social
development  The
eastern part of the
State is agriculturally
as well as industrially
very high developed.
It provides fertile
land to grow crops,
development of
transport network,
drinking water
facilities and wide
space industrial
development due to
nearness of National
Capital Region while
these factors are
negligible in
southwestern part
In several cases it is

found that the tract which enjoyed greater political
patronage recorded  faster  development.   In
fact political factors have been vital to acquire
social  facilities by different parts of the State.
Thus it is in the interest of the State that regional
imbalances should be reduced on the basis of
locational planning.  The backward areas should
be given first priority while distributing the social
amenities in the State.
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