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CROPPING INTENSITY IN LATUR DISTRICT (M.S)
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I ntroduction—Cropping Intensity isdefined as
theextent towhichthenet areasown hasbeen cropped
or reason. Thetotal cropped areaor grossareasown
as percentage to net area sown gives ameasure to
landlase efficiency, which really meanstheintensity
of cropping (Singh 1972) Intensity of cropping refers
tothe number of cropsgrown onthesameareaina
year. Thereforehigher theintensity of cropping higher
isthelanduseefficiency and viceversa(T.S. Chauhan
—1987).

Specific objectivesof thestudy area
1 TostudytheCroppingIntensityindifferenttahsls

inLatur district.

2 Toidentify thefactorsresponsiblefor cropping
Intensity indifferent tahsilsinlatur district.
Dataand M ethodology—The Study isrestricted

totahsil level in Latur district for the period 1983-84,

T01987-83& 1998-99t0 2002-03.

Datausedfor thisstudy hasbeen collected from
both primary & secondary sourcesi.e. socio economic
review and district stastistical abstract of latur dis-
trict. ZillaParishad Officerecord, Latur etc. To calcu-
latethe croppingintensity following method is used.

. . NJ
CroppingIntensity = ———— x100
pping ty NO

Where - NJ=Tota CroppedArea
NO=Net SownArea.

Study Area—L atur districtisoneof themostim-
portant districtinMarathwadaregion of Maharashtra
date. Latur district liesbetween 18°15 t019° 15’ North
latitudesand 73° 25 to 77° 25’ East longitudes. Latur
district covered an areaof 7391.90 Sq.Kms. Itislo-
cated on Deccan Plateau region & inthe south east-
ern part of Maharashtrastate.

Thedistrict issituated on maharashtrakaranata
Boundary.Before 1982 Latur district was a part of
Osmanabad district. On 15" August 1982 L atur Dis-

trict wasseparated from Osmanabad district withfive
tahsils, these are Latur, Nilanga, Ausa, Udgir &
Ahmedpur. Now there are ten tahsils, but newly
formed fivetahsils Devni, Jalkot, Shirur Anantpal,
Chakur & Renapur are not considered inthe study
dueto non availability of basic year data Recently
formedtahsilsdataisaddinold tahsilsfor which new
tahsilsare separated.(See Table-1)

Note:- 1)G.C.AA.—GrossCroppedarea. 2) N.SA.
—Net sown Area3) C.l.—Cropping Intensity

Results& Discussion—Theeffect of irrigation
facilitiesand cultivatorsper 100 hect. of thecultivated
area, theimpact of the nature of soil, meager rainfall
and sizeof holding werethemost direct explanations
of thevariationinthe areadistribution of cropping
intensity.

Onthebasisof themethod mentioned heretable
— 1 recorded that the cropping intensity varied form
107.07 to 161.60 percentin 1983 -840 1987 —88 &
from 110.60t0 129.21 percent in 1998-99 to 2002-03.
Theintensity of cropping of the study region was
122.42 percentin 1983-84t0 1987 —-88 & 116.57 Per-
cent during theyear 1998-99t0 2002-03. Themuchlow
intensity isalarming situation to planners, economist’s
and geographers. Considering thetahsil wiseinten-
sty of cropping fromfig. 1A, itrevealsthetwotahsils
namely Udgir and Ahmedpur registered croppingin-
tengity varied from 107 to 114 percent whereasNilanga
and Ausatahsilsregistered cropping intensity be-
tween 11510 125 Percent.

Latur tahsil hasnoted significant changeincrop-
pingintensity i.e. 161.60 percent. During the period
1998-99t02002-03 observed that therewastahsi| wise
variationsin cropping intensity. Fig. 1.B indicated that
most of thetahsilsnamely Udgir, Nilangaand Ausa
registered croppingintensity varied from 107 to 114
percent. Ahmedpur tahsil registered 114.60 precent
croppingintensity and highest cropping intensity has
noted 129.21 precentin L atur.
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Conclusion—Productivity is the measure of moreemphasiswill havetobegivenonintensivecul-
landuseefficiency and croppingintensity. Toimprove  tivationfor increasing agricultural productioninlatur
the productivity, thereisaneed of inputslikeirriga-  district.
tion, fertilizers, pesticides, HY'V seed’ setc. Infuture

ToBz-24 19 Ja2l — 88 F 1008 — 00 10 3003 — 02
Croblne¥ jospai o KL preLIc]
Luy | neT

[ Pl T il | Y 1 Wl ] Ll | Sl 1 |
AFS of, ToR3-61 f0 ¥aBs — 48 1338 — 3 IO 300303  jCpwuBe
. [WLED FO HICCIwLET)

e T 24300 B4a00 | T€I'eG ) 1315300] 135200 1130731 -3373a

- Lt el ks 4 T r Ll L Fah~ o TAFWET Ll | A o
wrweqhbor 1R300 N3E2D0] 113720 1 113000 T32300 | 114780 030
[iTEI 132300 173300 104703 1433004 130160 | 1107012 | 2708
LAl Ta<L1UU] TWFIOg 13t 13 d11epd g FOIPM) | IAFOe | -k
2L B T3e300| 113200] IS1°0X; 13RAQQ) 173300 J 113734 -A°40
109 T QLLA00| edeeMl | I35 | €OCR00| 201300 [IAREL | 2B

5) Combicy pa e mipa
ODLCE 2 |3 0010 ECOUNUIG HSAICah I THRILICT P TETTea) 5/ R LI0T 0 | 0L | M

5. R
LE-H M Teks H 113 AR TS

=
e "
R HET =

) Ciakbm g
[ LT RS
. - . LAY
! . S re g mr LEu
e ——
W a2 . =
namm W

Refer ences: -

1) Sing. Jashir (1972) : Spatio-temporal development in landuse efficiency in Hariyana (By assessment circles 1951-56 to
1961-66) Geographical Review of India, Vol.34 No. 4

2) T.S. Chouhan (1987) : Agricultura Geography A case study of Rajasthan State, Academic Publish, Jaipur, P.194.

3) Coppock (1964) Crop Livestock and interprises combination in England and Wales Economic Geography. Vol.40 No. 1

4)  Socio-Economic Review and District Statistical abstract of Nanded District.



