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Land use means the surface utilization of all
developed and vacant land on a specific point at a
given time and space. This change may be due to two
most probable reasons. Firstly, the requirements of
the society may be the cause for bringing change in
the land use. Secondly, the technological impact also
promotes changes so that an individual as well as the
society is able to maximize the advantages. “Landuse
leads one back to the village farm and the farmer to the
fields, garden, pastures, fallow land, forest and to the
isolated farms lead as geography deals with spatial
relationship between these aspects and planning (T.V.
Freeman 1968)”. It is due to the landuse changes to
meet the variable demands of the land by the society
in its new ways and conditions of life. The demand for
new uses of land may be stimulated by a technological
change or by a change in size, compositions and
requirements of a concerning community. Some
changes are short lived while others represent a more
constant demand ( J.N. Jakson 1963). The study of
landuse is of pivotal importance in the point of view
of planning and development of an area.

Study Area :- In the present work an attempt has
been made to study the ‘ General landuse pattern in
Ahmedpur Tahasil; 2000-2001 to 2005-2006. Ahmedpur
Tahashil has been Selected as the study area.
Ahmedpur taluka is one of the importance taluka in
Latur district in maharashtra state. At presently in
Ahmedpur taluka included five circles i.e. hadolati,
ShirurTajband, kingaon, Ahmedpur and khandali
circle. Ahmedpur city is the head quarter of the taluka.
The taluka lies between 18 

o  
42 ‘ North latitude and 70

o  
56’ East longitude. The taluka has an average

elevation between 300 to 700 meter from above the
sea level. The mostly Ahmedpur circle contains medium
black and black soil. The manar river both back side
land is deep black soil. The Manar, Waki and Lendi
rivers flows between the Ahmedpur taluka. Except
during the mansoon season the climate of taluka is
dry, the maximum temperature recorded in the month

May 36 
o 
c and minimum temperature was recorded in

the month of January 12.99 
o 
c and 813 mm average

rainfall in the taluka. The taluka has total area 783 sq.
km. and proportion as compared with latur disrict is
about 10.94 percent. The area of Ahmedpur taluka has
78900 hectares as per the 2001 census, the population
of Ahmedpur taluka is 199022.

Objectives :-The present study has certain
specific research objectives – 1)To examine the general
landuse pattern under five categories of landuse. a)
Area under forest. b) Area not available for cultivation.
c) Other  Uncultivable land  d) Fallow land e) Net sown
Area.

Database  :- The entire data is used for the present
study has been obtained from secondary source.

1] Socio – economic review and district stastical
abstract of latur district. 2] District census & hand
book, Gazetterr, Agricultural epitomes, season and
crops reports published by the departmet of
agriculture. 3] Stastical abstact & Ahmedpur tahasil.

Land use in Ahmedpur Taluka  :- Land utilization
stastistics provide the area figures showing
distribution of the total geographical area in to various
uses. The different uses may be classified in various
categories. For consideration of the data for
Ahmedpur tahasil certain categories have been cluffed
together i.e. only five majer categeries have been taken
in to account. The following table No. 1.1 shows the
figures of land utilization in Ahmedpur tahsil in 2000-
01 and 2005-06To Simplify this stastical in formatics
the figure for the base year have been plotted in joint
bargraph. The examination of joint bargraph shown
that in the taluka as whole area not available for
cultivation is reduced significantly because of the
significant growth of net shown area in the taluka.
This has happened because people of the area brought
land under cultivation. That is why the table shous
significant growth of net soun area form 2000-01 or
2005-06 which the graph clearly indicates while area
under forest is 0.25 percent fig. 1.1
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Circle - wise Trends in General land use pattern
in Ahmedpur Tahasil  Due to the location and physical
setting the general land use pattern of the region under
study differs from circle to circle. The existing pattern
of land use is shown in fig. 1.1 physical attributes and
socio – economic structure put a stamp upon land use
pattern in Ahmedpur tahasil. The land use and crop

distribution pattern in influenced by physiographic,
soil types, ratin fall, geology and exparnsion of
irrigation. All these factors also play an important role
in determining the agricultural practices in Ahmedpur
Tahasil. Table No. 1.2 shows the circle wise trends in
general land use in Ahmedpur tahasil for the year 2000-
01 and 2005-06.

Table No. 1.1 General Land use in Ahmedpure Tahasil
Year Area Area not other Fallow land Net soun

Under forest available hr uncultivatal area
caltivation land

2000-01 200 8723 6390 5728 57259
(0.25) (11.14) (8.1) (7.3) (73.12)

2005-06 200 7919 4760 5200 60221
(0.25) (10.11) (6.0) (6.6) (76.91)

Volume of change (0.00) (1.04) (-2.1) (-0.7) (+3.80)

Source  :- Socio- Economic reviews S district stastical abstract of Latur district & Tahasil office Ahmedpur.
Table No. 1.2 General Land use in different circle inAhmedpur Tahasil

Year Area Area not other Fallow land Net soun
Under forest available hr uncultivatal area

caltivation land
Hadolati Circle

2000-01 20 1044 930 843 5682
0.26 12.25 10.9 9.9 66.7

2005-06 20 973 723 757 5757
0.06 11.82 8.78 9.19 69.95

Shriru Tajband Circle

2000-01 23 2130 1497 1384 14302
0.11 11.01 7.74 7.15 73.93

2005-06 23 1934 1297 1316 14500
0.12 10.14 6.80 6.90 76.03

Valume of change% -0.01 -0.54 -0.97 -0.25 +1.79

Kingaon Circle

2000-01 52 1925 1350 1071 11998
0.31 11.74 8.23 6.53 73.17

2005-06 52 1652 823 884 13956
0.29 9.51 4.73 5.09 80.35

Valume of change% -0.02 -2.23 -3.5 -1.44 +7.18

Ahmedpur Circle

2000-01 57 2374 1590 1423 13884
0.29 12.25 8.20 7.60 71.64

2005-06 57 1990 1284 1397 14607
0.29 10.29 6.64 7.22 75.54

Valume of change% 0.00 -1.96 -1.56 -0.38 +3.90

Khandali Circle

2000-01 48 1250 1023 957 11393
0.32 8.52 6.97 6.25 77.65

2005-06 48 1170 733 874 13276
0.29 7.26 4.55 5.42 84.3

Valume of change% -0.03 -1.26 -2.42 -0.83 +6.66
Source  :-1)  Socio – Economic reviews of disrict stastical  Abstract of Latur district. 2)   Fig. in brackets are shows percentage.
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It is clear from the above table No. 1.1 that during
this span of ‘six years’. The net sown area has
increased by above 3.8  percent. A significant decline
is observed in the other cultivated area. While a slight
decline has taken place in the area under fallow land.
Therefore it can be concluded that Net sown area has
increased mainly because of the conversion of waste
land in to net sown area.

A] Area Under Forest :- In Ahmedpur tahasil
from 2000-01 to 2005-06 area under forest was 0.25
percent. During the period from 2000-01 to 2005-06 the
forest area of percent in no changes.

B] Ar ea Not Available For Cultivations :- In this
category area available for cultivation has increase
significantly and other hand area not available for
cultivation in the taluka has decreased. It means there
is a change in percentage because of the increasing
use of fallow land for net sown area. This is clearly
evident from the co-realation between the categeries
which shown the area not available for cultivation has
per dominantly decreased.The map shows that in
Ahmedpur and Hadolati circle the percentage of the
area not available for cultivation has decreased. The
mostly all circles area is not available for cultivations
percentage is decreased and increased the net sown
area. It is also taken place from 2000-01 to 2005-06.
This again support statement made earlier that the
increase. Net sown area is mainly because of bringing
more land under cultivation.

C] Other Uncultivated Land :- This major group
includes (a) culturable waste land (b) permanent
pasture and grazing land (c) land under miscellaneous.
Trees, crops etc which is not included in net sown
area. The major sub group is the culturable waste land.

In  2000-01 the total area under this group was
6390 hectares comprising (8.1) percent of the total area.
This percentage sharply decline to 5.18 percent in 2005-
06. This total correlation metric’s shown the close
association of this category with the net sown area in
the taluka as a whole and Hadolati and Kingaon circle
in particular. Comparatively in Ahmedpur, Hadolati and
Kingaon Circles decline has taken place in the other
uncultivated area due to several causes, one of the
reason is the changing out of look of the farmers and
the modern techniques and implements which area at
land. The map shows (map no. 1.5 A & B) shows area
under this category in Ahmedpur and kingaon circles
in 2000-01. The taluka average is 8.1 percent. This map
shows the valume of change that has taken place from
2000-01 to 2005-06. It is surprising to see that both the

circles shows a positive change. The recent increase
in the irrigational facilities and the economic attraction
of the Latur and Nanded market has encouraged many
farmers to turn the culturable waste land into crop
land.

D] Fallow land :-The tern of fallow is applied to
the lands not under cultivation at the time of reporting
but has been sown in the past. This land includes
current and permanent fallow lands.This land use
category of fallow land includes current fallow land
and other fallow land. If circle wise association of these
categories is taken into account both circle’s show
substantial association between two categories. It can
be surely concluded that these fallow lands of
Ahmedpur and kingaon are being turned to sown areas
because of the increasing irrigated facilities and model
methods. The amount of fallow land may be permanent
or current reflects the efficiency or the ability of
farmers, similarly practically, if reffects the socio-
economic conditions revealing in the farming society.

E] NET SOWN AREA :- Out of the total
geographical area below 80 percent was found under
net sown area different circles in Ahmedpur taluka.
This category includes all those areas which area used
for cultivation. It forces the largest group all the
categories of land use. In 2000-01 in Ahmedpur tahsil
73.1 percent of total area was in this category between
2000-01 to 2005-06 that is in the span of six years this
has gone up 38 percent. When the population
pressure increases generally the society tries to bring
more area under cultivation. This may be limited scope
for the expansion of the sown area but with the
available new techniques and implements farmer can
convert the land which was previously not used for
caltivation. This category of net sown area has a close
association with the areas nto available for cultivation
and other uncultivated lands. Increase in net sown
area indicates that the other uncultivated land is being
transferred to sown area during this period of six years.
This category of uncultivated land shown a sharp
increase. Therefore, we can assume that the farmers
are converting this land into sown area. The map (map
no. 1.5 A&B) shows the amount of net sown area in
different circle of Ahmedpur tahsil in 2000-01. Circle
wise analysis shown different picture in the taluka, in
kingaon circle in 2000-01 with 73.17 leading to 80.35 in
200506 mean’s 7.18 percent of the category.

CIRCLE WISE VOLUME OF CHANGE (2000-
01 TO 2005-06 ) :-In khandali circle also shown
valume of change in net sown area 6.66 of the percent
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of the category. It shows significant positive change.
The Ahmedpur, Hadolati and shirur Tajband circle also
shown valume of change in net sown area respectively
3.9, 3.16 and 1.79 percent of category. It shows
significant positive change. There are indicates that
people are converting this fallow land to sown area
because of the economic pressure and because now
the modern techniques and implements are available
to them.  Taking into consideration all the above
categories it will be useful at this stage, to measures
the overall volume of change of land use from 2000-01
to 2005-06. “Index of Valume of change in land use is
indicated by A/B where A is the summation of
differences of percentage of land use categories of
increase. A and B is that of decrease for the period in
question. A and B should be same but of opposite
sings. “(M.M.Das 1981). This overall valume includes
the land actually involved in the transfor from one
category to the other. Naturally where this Volume is
greater we can say that more dynamic conditions exist
ther the following table no. 1.3 shows an index in
different circle of the taluka.

Table No. 1.3 CIRCLE WISE VOLUME OF
CHANGE (2000-01 TO 2005-06)

Name of the circle Index (%)
Hodolati 3.16
Shirur Tajband 1.79
Kingaon 7.18
Ahmedpur 3.90
Khandali  6.66
Source :- Tahsil office, Ahmedpur. Computed by

author.
These circle have been categorized and it is clear

that kingaon, khandali, Ahmedpur circle seen to be
dynamic. While Hadolati, Shrirur tajband circle is semi
dynamic because less amount of land is involved in
change. This analysis supports the conclusion drawn
earlier about the change in land. utilization in Ahmedpur
Tahasil as well as in different circles separately.

Conclusion  :-  1. There is no change in area under
forest of Ahmedpur tahashil in 2000-01 to 2005-06. 2.
During 2000-01, the area not available for cultivation
is decreased by – 1.04 percent  3. Other uncultivated
land and fallow land in Ahmedpur tahashil shows us
decrease – 2.1 and -0.7 respectively. 4. Net sown area
has increased by +3.8 percent.
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